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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1, 3-6, 8, 10-13, 15, and 17-20 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Thompson et al. (U.S.Ub-20040214572). 

Regarding claim 1 , Thompson teaches an access point operable to provide 
wireless network access to client devices coupled to a wireless network (fig,4, 
paragraph 0030, 0032, each of the access points is operable to "listen for" or detect), 
the access point comprising: 

an external indication of the access point's proximity to another access point 
(abstract), said another access point also for providing to client devices access to the 
wireless network (abstract, paragraph 0031-0032, 0040-0041). 

Regarding claim 3, Thompson teaches an access point operable to provide 
wireless network access to client devices coupled to a wireless network (fig,4, 



; 
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paragraph 0030, 0032, each of the access points is operable to "listen for" or detect), 
the access point comprising: 

a controller capable of producing a network map that indicates the access point's 
proximity relative to other access points that are coupled to the network (abstract, 
paragraph 0031-0032, 0040-0041). 

Regarding claim 4, Thompson teaches the access point of claim 3 wherein the 
controller comprises logic for: 

listening for other access points coupled to the wireless network (abstract, 
paragraph 0032, 0115); 

making a list of heard access points (fig. 7, paragraph 0034, 0158); 

successively reducing transmit power (paragraph 0036, 0145); 

ordering the list of heard access points based on which access points can still be 
heard each time transmit power is reduced (fig. 7, paragraph 0034-0036, 0158). 

Regarding claim 5, Thompson teaches an access point operable to provide 
wireless network access to client devices coupled to a wireless network (fig,4, 
paragraph 0030, 0032, each of the access points is operable to "listen for" or detect), 
the access point comprising: 

a controller capable of monitoring wireless network traffic to ascertain whether 
wireless network traffic has exceeded a threshold (paragraph 0040, 0042, 0094), the 
controller capable of indicating to other access points coupled to the wireless network 
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that said other access points should prepare to accept new client devices (paragraph 
0040, 0042, 0094), the controller capable of releasing some client devices so that 
wireless network traffic no longer exceeds the threshold (paragraph 0009, 0040, 0042). 

Regarding claim 6, Thompson teaches an access point operable to provide 
wireless network access to client devices coupled to a wireless network (fig,4, 
paragraph 0030, 0032, each of the access points is operable to listen for" or detect), 
the access point comprising: 

a controller capable of automatically choosing one of a plurality of radio 
frequencies on which to operate (paragraph 0040, 0042, 0094), said controller choosing 
said frequency after evaluating frequencies on which other access points may be 
operating (paragraph 0039-0040, 0042, 0094). 

Regarding claim 8, Thompson teaches a method comprising the steps of: 
providing an access point operable to provide wireless network access to client 

devices coupled to a wireless network (abstract, paragraph 0031-0032, 0040-0041); 
providing on the access point an external indication of the access point's 

proximity to another access point (abstract, paragraph 0031-0032, 0040-0041), said 

another access point also for providing to client devices access to the wireless network 

(abstract, paragraph 0031-0032, 0040-0041). 



Regarding claim 10, Thompson teaches a method comprising the steps of: 
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providing an access point operable to provide wireless network access to client 
devices coupled to a wireless network (abstract, paragraph 0031-0032, 0040-0041), 

producing by the access point a network map that indicates the access point's 
proximity relative to other access points that are coupled to the network (abstract, 
paragraph 0031-0032, 0040-0041). 

Regarding claim 11, Thompson teaches the method of claim 10 wherein the step 
of producing comprises: 

listening for other access points coupled to the wireless network (abstract, 
paragraph 0032, 0115); 

making a list of heard access points (fig. 7, paragraph 0034, 0158), 

successively reducing transmit power (paragraph 0036, 0145); 

ordering the list of heard access points based on which access points can still be 
heard each time transmit power is reduced (fig. 7, paragraph 0034-0036, 0158). 

Regarding claim 12, Thompson teaches a method comprising the steps of: 
providing an access point operable to provide wireless network access to client 
devices coupled to a wireless network (abstract, paragraph 0031-0032, 0040-0041); 

monitoring by the access point wireless network traffic to ascertain whether 
wireless network traffic has exceeded a threshold (paragraph 0040, 0042, 0094), the 
controller capable of indicating to other access points coupled to the wireless network 
that said other access points should prepare to accept new client devices (paragraph 
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0040, 0042, 0094), the controller capable of releasing some client devices so that 
wireless network traffic no longer exceeds the threshold (paragraph 0009, 0040, 0042). 

Regarding claim 13, Thompson teaches a method comprising the steps of: 
providing an access point operable to provide wireless network access to client 
devices coupled to a wireless network (abstract, paragraph 0031-0032, 0040-0041); 

automatically choosing by the access point one of a plurality of radio frequencies 
on which to operate (paragraph 0040, 0042, 0094), after evaluating frequencies on 
which other access points may be operating (paragraph 0039-0040, 0042, 0094). 

Regarding claim 15, Thompson teaches a program product comprising a 
computer readable medium having embodied therein a computer program for storing 
data (paragraph 0034/0040), the computer program comprising: 

logic for causing an external indication of an access point's proximity to another 
access point, said access point and said another access point for providing to client 
devices access to a wireless network (abstract, paragraph 0031-0032, 0040-0041). 

Regarding claim 17, Thompson teaches a program product comprising a 
computer readable medium having embodied therein a computer program for storing 
data (paragraph 0034, 0040), the computer program comprising: 

logic for operation in an access point (abstract), the access point operable to 
provide wireless network access to client devices coupled to a wireless network 
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(abstract, paragraph 0031-0032, 0040-0041), the logic for producing a network map that 
indicates the access point's proximity relative to other access points that are coupled to 
the network (abstract, paragraph 0031-0032, 0040-0041). 

Regarding claim 18, Thompson teaches the program product of claim 17 wherein 
the logic comprises: 

logic for listening for other access points coupled to the wireless network 
(abstract, paragraph 0032, 0115); 

logic for making a list of heard access points (fig. 7, paragraph 0036, 0145); 

logic for successively reducing transmit power (paragraph 0036, 0145); 

logic for ordering the list of heard access points based on which access points 
can still be heard each time transmit power is reduced (fig. 7, paragraph 004-0036, 
0158). 

Regarding claim 19, Thompson teaches a program product comprising a 
computer readable medium having embodied therein a computer program for storing 
data (paragraph 0034, 0040), the computer program comprising: 

logic for operation in an access point, the access point operable to provide 
wireless network access to client devices coupled to a wireless network (abstract, 
paragraph 0031-0032, 0040-0041), the logic for: 

monitoring wireless network traffic to ascertain whether wireless network traffic 
has exceeded a threshold (paragraph 0040, 0042, 0094); 
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indicating to other access points coupled to the wireless network that said other 
access points should prepare to accept new client devices (paragraph 0040, 0042, 
0094); 

releasing some client devices so that wireless network traffic no longer exceeds 
the threshold (paragraph 0040, 0042, 0094). 

Regarding claim 20, Thompson teaches a program product comprising a 
computer readable medium having embodied therein a computer program for storing 
data (paragraph 0034, 0040), the computer program comprising: 

logic for operation in an access point, the access point operable to provide 
wireless network access to client devices coupled to a wireless network (abstract, 
paragraph 0031-0032, 0040-0041), the logic for automatically choosing one of a 
plurality of radio frequencies on which to operate (paragraph 0039-0040, 0042, 0094), 
the logic choosing said frequency after evaluating frequencies on which other access 
points may be operating (paragraph 0039-0040, 0042, 0050, 0094). 

Allowable Subject Matter 
2. Claims 2, 7, 9, 14, 16, 21 objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 
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Citation of Pertinent Prior Art 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Anderson et al. (U.S.Pat-6334047) discloses Adaptive power control in a mobile 
radio communications system. 

Rinne et al. (U.S.Pub-20030190915) discloses Method and system for 
controlling radio communications network and radio network controller. 

Stewart (U.S.Pat-6452498) discloses System and method for providing 
geographic-based advertising. 

Brenner et al. (U.S.Pat-5923702) discloses Frequency hopping cellular Ian 
system. 

Rautiola et al. (U.S.Pat-5924030) discloses Cellular extension of a fixed 
communications network. 

Huomo (U.S.Pub-20040203863) discloses System and method for initiating 
location-dependent applications on mobile devices. 

Conclusion 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Khai M. Nguyen whose telephone number is 

571 .272.7923. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00-5:00. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lester Kincaid can be reached on 571.272.7922. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 

Khai Nguyen 

Au: 2687 7/4/2005. 
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